[Medical pericarditis: study of 19 cases].
19 cases of medical pericarditis admitted to the PICU from 1978 to 1989 were reviewed, to asses the diagnostic and therapeutical approach. The overall incidence is low, 0.32% of the patients admitted to the PICU in that time period. We have found neither tuberculous nor purulent pericarditis, with a 42% of idiopatic forms. Echocardiography was the best method for syndromic diagnosis. The ethiological diagnosis of pericarditis was made, in most cases, by means of non invasive methods or in association with the underlying disease. The cualitative analysis of the pericardial fluid was not useful for the ethiological diagnosis, therefore, we suggest pericardiocentesis should be performed mainly as a therapeutical tool. There were no correlation between the amount of fluid obtained on the first pericardiocentesis and the later incidence of the pericardial effusion. Biopsy brought no ethiological specificity in the cases it was performed.